
COVID-19 School Reopening Plan - Update 7/24/20

Dear Parents,

Last week, the governor announced that schools in LA County were required to open in a
distance learning format. However, there is a “waiver” provision for elementary
schools which considers the school’s safety protocols and local COVID statistics…not LA
County trends. Foothill Christian intends to file for the waiver to open in-person. I believe
we stand a good chance to receive the waiver, especially since the CDC released a report
today citing the importance of schools reopening and the limited risk associated with
children. 

>> If able to open in-person, the following list includes some of the safety protocols
we will implement:

Daily health screenings and temperature checks
Frequent hand washing in-class and on playground
Frequent custodial cleaning throughout the day
Physical distancing of desks
Acrylic sneeze guards/screens for every desk
Children will bring re-fillable water bottles and drinking fountains will be replaced with
water bottle re-filling stations./

>> Some families indicated on the survey interest in remote learning (even if
the school opens in-person). The following list includes a few aspects of that option:

The school has purchased a webcam system (called Swivl) that live streams the
teacher’s lessons synchronously - in real time - at all grade levels! Students at home
will feel like they are sitting in the classroom. Worksheets and study guides will be

https://www.foothillchristian.org/
https://youtu.be/O9_q1qa2ETA
https://www.swivl.com/distance-learning/


uploaded through Google classroom.
The school has also purchased online assessment software that will assist teachers
with student assessments remotely.
The school will be hiring additional instructional aides to support the teacher and
help with remote learners.
The remote program will be at the regular tuition rate. There is no discount. We must
still pay our teachers and remote learning will require more work not less. In addition,
we are investing in new technology and hiring support personnel. We’re also saving
a seat in the classroom for remote learners who may join the class in-person when
families feel safe to do so.

>> What will distance learning look like at middle school (and other grades) if
we are unable to open in-person?

The governor’s mandate does not offer a waiver for the middle school. So, we will plan
accordingly. Families can expect daily instruction using the Swivl Technology, plus the
following:

A Variety of Teaching Methods: Teachers will teach lessons daily. We will also
incorporate instructional videos provided by the publisher and self-directed, deeper
dive activities from study guides provided by the teacher.

Groupings for Optimal Learning: There will be a combination of large group
instruction (entire class), small group instruction, and periodic individual
appointments for personal check-ins. These individual appointments will involve
parents in the lower grades.

Published Learning Goals: Every teacher will publish the key learning objectives
for the first trimester. This will help everyone track the learning progress and assure
that the key learning objectives and being met. No one will fall behind!

More details about the middle school distance learning program, block schedule, fine arts
and athletics will be provided in the days ahead. (Our sports league announced it will
follow CIF high school protocol and offer three seasons of sports in a shorter window of
time, January – May).

>> Will child care be available to all students (TK-8th)? Will children be able to
access distance learning while at child care?

Child Care has state approval to remain open! We will return to our regular hours of
6:30 AM – 6:00 PM. Students in child care will be able to participate in distance
learning/remote classes while on campus. We will provide the computer and
supervision to help them complete their classwork.

Students currently in our preschool who will be entering TK and Kindergarten will be
able to attend our child care program beginning September 8th, the start date for
elementary. We will be in touch.

Next week we will be sending our safety protocol documents and other details. We
will be asking every family to look through our plans and then complete an
Enrollment Commitment Form.

I am confident that FCS will flourish in any format that will be required of us and hope this
letter resonates with you and conveys our commitment to excellence regardless of our
circumstances.

As always, if you have any questions please feel free to email me.

--
Mr. G

P.S. The Red Dot Uniform Sale has been postponed until after the Enrollment
Commitment Form is sent next week. There will be a 2 week, 15% off sale from August 3 -
17.


