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HISTORY

It began 57 years ago. A handful of men acting on their commitment to start
a Christian school mortgaged their homes and birthed a ministry. That first
year in 1964, a tiny little school opened with 64 students in Kindergarten – 6th
grades on Grand Avenue.
In 1978, the vision expanded, leading to the purchase of property at Baseline. At
the time, the $10,000 price tag seemed monumental. Today, we laugh at such a
bargain. Back then, it was a step of faith.
The journey continued with the sacrifice of many and the courage to seize
opportunities for further development. This resulted in construction of our
Athletics and Fine Arts Building (1986), the Baseline Education Complex (1998)
and the Rt. 66 Preschool (2004).
Today we have nearly 800 students on two campuses in Preschool-8th grade.
It’s now our turn on this God-honoring journey, to take steps of faith that not
only honor those who have gone before us, but bless those who will also follow.

Join us on our legacy journey!
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MY GOAL:

Open Up School!

Mr. Robert “Bo” Gutzwiller
FCS Superintendent

W

e did it! We reopened school. On March 8th, the majority
of our kids came back on campus!

for their critical thinking skills as we continue to help them
navigate these rough waters.

It's not only the beginning of a fresh-new school trimester;
or of the collective hard work of our teachers, aides, facilities
team, childcare staff and office staff; or of the grit and
determination of both our
“zoomers,” our “roomers” and
each of our FCS parents who
have sacrificed so much to get
us to this point; March 8th was
proof of God’s love, His care
for us, His protection and His
goodness.

I truly believe that COVID-19 has made our school stronger!
Stronger… because our teachers have acquired gamechanging tech expertise and have implemented a higher level
of teacher-care in a remarkable
way… AND… these innovations
definitely have “post Covid”
value as our students come back
for on-campus instruction. We
are proud of our teachers and
hope you'll partner with us this
Fun Run season to give them
new laptops.

IT’S SAFE .
W E ’RE RE ADY.
YOU’RE RE ADY.
IT’S TI M E !
- MR. G

March 8th was the day I’ve been
dreaming about for more than
11 months. It was the first day of
school for many of our TK to 6th
grade students (some of who have not stepped foot on campus
since March 2020)!

All this to say; our FCS families have shown us that they are
more than consumers of an educational product. Our families
are our partners! Throughout this extended season, we have
truly partnered together in raising your children. We have
partnered together in giving them a childhood that protects
their innocence. And together, we are building a foundation

Once again, welcome back to
campus! We are happy to finish
out this school year with you in
person. And 7th & 8th graders, we are working towards your start
date very soon!
Please enjoy this digital publication and share it with those
who may want an inside look at campus life here at FCS!
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FUN RUN

GOAL:

Give Teachers Our Best

Zack Grelling
Director of Advancement

I

t goes without saying that every FCS teacher wants to be
the best for their students, so it also goes without saying
that we as parents are equally committed to supporting them
in their efforts. To put things plainly, our teachers need new
laptops and we are raising funds this month to buy your child’s
teacher a new laptop! This means we need every student in
each classroom to participate in the Fun Run this year. Let’s
work together to purchase your teacher’s most essential tool
in their toolbox.
Once upon a time, the teacher’s laptop was a prep-tool
typically used to create lessons, print materials, and/or
grade student materials. It was sometimes brought into the
classroom to emphasize a specific element of the lesson or
expand on a particular concept. However these days, our
teacher’s laptops are so much more; they are the lifeline that
keeps the classroom running. They are used for running video
software, various learning apps, virtual curriculum, Google
classroom, conferencing, office hours, and so much more.
I wish everyone could walk the halls of our campus for 30
minutes and get a glimpse of what I get to see on a daily
basis. Teachers are using every resource at their disposal to
connect with their students and make learning fun, regardless
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of whether their students are learning online or on campus.
Whenever we hear praise about how FCS has handled the
pandemic transition, Mr. G will always say “It’s our teachers
who deserve your thanks! They have done a phenomenal job this
school year.”
I’m sure you’ve noticed the contrast between the FCS
experience and what is often being reported in the News
across our nation - education being halted, despite having
great teachers, and children paying the price! We at Foothill
are blessed to have a teaching staff that have pivoted quickly,
efficiently, and made this transition as “normal”
as possible.
COVID has taught me that school, teachers, childcare, learning,
etc. is a gift… not a right. As a parent, I never thought these
things could be taken away. It’s often said, “You don’t know
what you have until it’s gone.” but I think the following should
be added: “Truth is, you knew what you had, you just thought
you’d never lose it.” That pretty much sums up how we have
felt as a family. Never in a million years would I have thought
we wouldn’t be able to go to school, attend church indoors,
enjoy professional sports and concerts LIVE, attend family
gatherings, or have my sons participate in organized sports.

However every time I glance through a classroom window at FCS, I am reminded of a sense of normality that
we have maintained here. Our teachers are doing what they are so good at: loving - teaching - counseling - serving
- mentoring, both online and in person and I am overcome with gratitude for them. I cannot think of a better way
to tangibly support them this year.
Please, join my wife and I as we support our teachers by participating in Fun Run this month!

Pictured Here, 3rd Grade Teachers, Mrs. Wilson & Ms. Bowser
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COMMUNITY

REMEMBERING:

A Pandemic Year

Alina Rietze
Director of Marketing

T

his month our students get
to participate in a reflective
time-capsule art piece that will
be commemorated in the main
building's west stairwell. Students
were given a prompt asking what
they have learned during this
unique school year. Their responses
were recorded in Sharpie on a
6 inch heart sticker that will be
adhered to a massive floor-toceiling heart mural, an artistic nod
to the hanging heart installation
from the One School's Response
exhibit.
Foothill created the One School's
Response art exhibit as a way
to speak out on issues affecting
youth culture. There have been
two exhibitions, the last one taking
place in January 2020, on the topic
of Bias, Bigotry, and Bullying. The
exhibition took you on a journey
from darkness to light, exploring
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the reasons why these evils exist,
how they affect us, and what the
solution is to overcome them. One of
the final installations was a hanging
menagerie of 18,000 hearts of all
different colors coming together
to create a beautiful enclosure... a
community. It illustrated how we
are all different and unique, yet all
made in the image of God. Adopting
the Imago Dei mindset resets our
default position to a more gracious,
understanding posture. Knowing
that everyone is "beautifully and

wonderfully made” leaves no room
for groundless contempt toward
others, it would actually turn us
to worship the ultimate creator.
We are empowered to live deeply
in community and ultimately
enabled to fulfill the two greatest
commandments… love God with
all your heart, soul and mind; and
love your neighbor as yourself.
This year's depiction of the heart
installation will serve as a way to
commemorate this unique school
year. It will give us a chance to look
back on the challenges we met, of
the emotions that hung heavy on
our hearts, and the way our school
community persevered together to
overcome it.
We were in it together!

Over 1,000 People Attended the
One School's Response Exhibit.

Thank you God
for giving me
friends during this
unusual year.

Heart Installation from 2019 exhibit.
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ENROLLMENT

TOUR FCS:

I

cannot adequately describe the frenzy that we encountered
at the beginning of this school year. My phone was ringing
off the hook. My inbox was slammed with emails. I was getting
texts from parents asking questions for their friends... It was
obvious that what was happening 'out there’ regarding union
negotiations with public schools had a direct effect on our
phone lines here at Foothill. For weeks on end, prospective
families were calling from all over the valley (and out of
state, too) to inquire about enrolling at our “open” school. It
was clear then, and it’s clear now,
that parents want their children
back in school, on campus, in the
classroom.

Virtually
Virtual Campus Tours. That was the solution to get
prospective families on campus. But we didn’t merely want
to plant ourselves in one classroom and go live on YouTube
in a static space. We wanted the ability to walk and talk our
way through 50,000 sq. ft. of campus, answering questions
live and introducing parents to teachers (without losing
internet connectivity) as we moved from classroom to
classroom, building to building. What I love about our FCS
team is that everyone was excited about the project and
brought their unique ideas and
skillsets to the table. I’ll spare
you all the details, but I will
tell you this—because Foothill
has taken technology seriously
over the years, we already
had a robust infrastructure
in place that allowed us to
create an intentional (virtual)
environment for prospective
families. We hosted 3 virtual campus tours, and had nearly
100 people attend from home. Now that’s a success in my
book!

WORD OF
MOUTH I S
WH AT KE E PS US
GROWI NG!

Thankfully, we weren’t caught
off guard by any of this. We
keep a close eye on what the
health department advises and
what local school districts are
communicating. So, our team had already been proactively
strategizing about our enrollment process for new families
as well as the re-enrollment process for existing families.
Unfortunately, the climate at that time was not conducive for
how we typically serve prospective families. Mr. G and I try to
create a caring and intentional environment for prospective
families as we walk the halls with them, introduce them to
our teachers and explain our variety of programs. But it
was mid-COVID… not much of anything was open at the
beginning of the year…so we had to innovate!

If you know someone that would benefit from a virtual
campus tour, please send them my way, word of mouth is
what keeps Foothill growing!
Email me at sesquivel@foothillchristian.org or share one of
our existing tours at: tour.foothillchristian.org

Suzy Esquivel
Director of Admissions
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AT H L E T I C S

SPORTS ARE BACK:

A

Go Falcons!

fter a full year without sports, the last few weeks provided a breath of fresh air. Our boys played an actual
football game at Louis Pompei Sports Complex and our girls played a few volleyball games in the gym. After

weeks of logistics and planning meetings our coaches made it happen and parents had the opportunity to watch their
students play for the first time this year! As the season wrapped up, we asked Coach McInteer and Coach McReynolds
three questions about their very unique sports seasons, and here’s what they had to say:

Coach Mike McReynolds
Boys Flag Football

Coach Laura McInteer
Girls Volleyball

Q1: What did it take behind the scenes to make this sports season happen?

Mike

From the get-go, Mr. G was willing to get creative and

Laura

get our kids back on the field of play, even when so many

He recognized how vital it was for our athletes to have an

schools were pressing the pause button on their sports

outlet from remote learning, so we started the school year

programs. In my opinion, it took a lot more guts to allow

with sports electives which gave students an opportunity

the team to play versus simply saying, “We’re just not going

to get outside (safely) and play with their friends.

First and foremost it came from the prompting of Mr. G.

to do anything this year.”
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AT H L E T I C S

I WILL DO ANYTHING
TO GET OUR KIDS BACK
OUT THERE
I N FA LC O N U N I F O R M !
Q2: In your own words, can you summarize the story of this season?

Mike

Above it all-- above playing in games, above
the competition, conditioning, practicing, the
Championship Game-- even above giving our 8th
graders a final season… to see our school acknowledge
that all our athletes have social, mental, and emotional
needs, too-- as well as health and safety needs-and then create a space for our athletes to thrive in
those areas, too, was so valuable. Why? Because the
alternative was: DO NOTHING and watch kids suffer.
The truth is, as long as we could be safe, our kids and
their parents wanted us to play; our athletes wanted
to be together; so building the team was actually the
easiest part.
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Laura

When we were given the green light to schedule a
full season, we went for it. And, even though we had
setbacks, Mr. G never gave up on the season; our
league hung in there as well. Several times, the league’s
leadership had to turn on a dime because the season
was fading away as the next sports season was coming
quickly. We needed multiple Athletic Director’s from
schools spanning LA and San Bernardino County
to elect to participate and then pull together in an
amazing spirit of cooperation to get this done. Along
with our school and other schools, we needed our
FCS parents to be patient, supportive, and flexible…
and they sure did step up! This season wouldn’t have
been possible without our supportive FCS parents.

Q3: Where have you seen God show up this season?

Mike

After five years of coaching at FCS, this is [obviously]
the most unique year I've experienved... but God was
everywhere this season, and His timing is perfect!
Every time that it seemed like we'd have to delay,
cancel, shutdown, or pospone a game/tournament,
we would experience God's goodness. Last week was
a perfect example of God's timing; if we had to delay
the championship game one week, our season would
have collided with basketball season making our final
game impossible. So, we're all grateful to God for the
season we got to have.

Laura

I think the better question is, where hasn't God shown
up this season? The answer is “Nowhere!” He has led
us in the planning and execution of the season and
His presence has been felt every step of the way!
God’s people have displayed extraordinary Christlike
character, putting their own convenience aside,
and putting our athletes first. We have felt God’s
presence, grace, protection and approval throughout
this journey. When circumstances seemed bleak, He
gave us hope. When things got confusing, He gave us
direction. When we experienced sorrow, He gave us
joy! He has walked with us!

2021 LEAGUE CHAMPIONS!

Flag Football & Girls Varsity Volleyball
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1964

Students at the Grand Avenue campus
gathering for the flag salute.

1998

Mr. G and team looking over plans for
the Baseline Educational Complex.

2004

Ribbon Cutting at the
Route 66 Preschool Campus.
16

COMMUNITY

LEGACY:

I t's a Team Sport

Zack Grelling
Director of Advancement
We all love a good hero story, whether it’s fiction or
nonfiction. Because most of us hope for a lasting legacy of our
own; knowing that what we do now will echo into eternity.
But, it’s easy to forget, in this culture of individuality, that
legacy is a team sport.
• Kirk Gibson’s Game #1 walk off homerun didn’t win
the '88 Series for the Dodgers.
• Mother Theresa didn’t transform the streets and
hearts of Calcutta unassisted.
• William Wallace didn’t defeat England for Scotland’s
freedom with a single sword.
• Iron Man didn’t beat Thanos and save the entire galaxy
alone. Spoiler Alert!
The same is true about Foothill Christian’s lasting legacy:
Mr. G didn’t single-handedly graduate 1000s of eighth
graders and launch them into the world. And likewise, Mrs.
Vicky isn’t solely responsible for promoting 100s and 100s
of Preschoolers into Kindergarten. Across decades-- God has
worked through a collection of collaborators who have each
offered their unique gifts and talents to Foothill’s commitment
to God-honoring excellence in Christian education. I call
these people Gospel Patrons, but entrepreneurs often call
these people Angel Investors.
The title “Angel Investor” was given to describe an often
invisible contributor to entrepreneurial success. Bob Shank

AND THROUGH HIS
FAITH, ALTHOUGH
HE DIED, HE STILL
SPEAKS.
- HE B RE WS 11:4
calls Angel Investors a “hybrid blend of financier and mentor.”
The financier dimension focuses on the business plan and the
product that defines the enterprise; the mentor relationship
pairs the budding founder with the assistance he or she needs
from someone with years of real-life experience.
Foothill has had a strong history of angel investors, however
what sets our “investors” apart is the gospel intentionality
behind their mission. These investors are not just giving to a
good cause, they are giving to an organization that is making
eternal dividends into the hearts of students. What sets us
apart as a Christian school is that we not only teach history
and mathematics, but we also teach about the good news of
Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that this good news would change
17

the hearts and lives of our students. These
Christ followers then spill out into the
community, positively influencing the
world we live in. This is the reason we
give.
Our donors have invested not only
financially, but with gifts of time and
talent, to further the mission of Christian
education. This collective group of people
have engaged in the bigger picture God has
had in store for FCS since 1964. Because
of Gospel Patrons, Foothill’s legacy— by
God’s design—is a team effort.

If this concept of Gospel Patronage is intriguing
to you, reach out and let’s get coffee, email,
talk over the phone or chat over Zoom. Let’s
talk creatively about how you could use your
discretionary time, talents, and generosity here
at FCS.
We praise God for you!

Zack Grelling
zgrelling@foothillchristian.org

C O R P O R AT E S P O N S O R S
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Support those who support us!

SUPPORT

FUN RUN:

Dance Off Edition

Alina Rietze
Director of Marketing

F

or as long as we can remember Foothill Christian School has held a spring jogathon/fun run event to help
raise money towards important school projects. This year, the financial goals are the same, but our event
is getting a fun twist... literally. 2021 will be the inaugural year of the DANCE OFF.
Since the majority of our student body was schooling from home, the fun run experts at Booster, created an
exciting take on the traditional Fun Run that will get kids moving, engaged, and excited to raise money for
our school. Look for fun photos and videos on Facebook, Wednesday 3/17, as our students DANCE OFF!
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PRESCHOOL

SERVING FAMILIES:

S

at Preschool

ince June 2020, Mrs. Vicky, our preschool director of 30 years,
and her team have made keeping Foothill Christian Preschool
open a top priority.

families with God-honoring excellence is at the core of who
Foothill is, so it is exciting to know that many more students
will return to campus this summer and fall.

Their increased caution and adherence to ever-changing health
and safety protocols allowed them to remain open so that essential
workers could get back to work. Although it has been a challenging
year for everyone, they found it a privilege to provide the needed
care for their students during such a turbulent year. Serving

Thank you for entrusting your
children to our care!

I

have some exciting news to share with you! Beginning March 21st,
Foothill Church will move to two Sunday services: 9AM and 11AM.
On that same day we will be giving parents the option to drop their
children off for Foothill Kids (without having to stay themselves)! It will
be the first time, in more than a year, that some parents will be able to
attend church in person and together. We’re so excited to offer this and
thank God for his kindness to us.
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Pastor Chris Lewis
Pastor, Foothill Church

Grace and Peace,

FA I T H

FOOTHILL CHURCH:

Sunday Mornings

Whittney Vallette
Children's Minister

Megan Lewis
Assistant Children's Minister

Erika Hussey
Assistant to Children's Minister

wvallette@foothill.church

mlewis@foothill.church

ehussey@foothill.church

Hi Foothill Families,

If you're not familiar with our Foothill Kids ministry, let me tell you more about it! Our team creates fun and engaging Sunday
morning services for your kids. Our signature currciculum includes original content that helps instill lesson takeaways and
makes learning Scripture fun. Each week, we teach directly from God's Word about His rescue plan and how, even in the Old
Testament scriptures, we can find Jesus. We have seen God do great things through our Foothill Kids ministry and we invite
your kids to join us on Sunday to be a part of it.
We not only value your child's spiritual growth, but your growth as a parent, too. Because of this, we have created fun and safe
environments for you and your child(ren) to attend. Here are a few attendance options:
1. Check your child(ren) into our ministry space, which will already feel very familiar to them as FCS students, while you
attend a church service.
2. Sit together as a family and enjoy church outside in the courtyard, watching a livestream of our indoor kids service.
3. And, for younger families, we have an outdoor area setup very close to the main service where small children can play
while adults watch a livestream of the service.
4. Watch our kids services online at www.foothill.church/kids-online.
We look forward to meeting your family and coming alongside you to help your child deepen their relationship with the Lord.
- Whitney Vallette
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