FOOTHILL CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
A Ministry of FOOTHILLCHURCH

TOPIC: Newly Adopted Pre-K Curriculum
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The preschool announced it has
adopted a new curriculum. What
curriculum was chosen and why
was it necessary to make a change?
The preschool has been using the same curriculum for more than 15 years. It was an excellent curriculum for its time, but with all
of the advances in early education research
and curriculum development, there was a
plethora of high-quality programs available
for us to consider.

After a thorough review process, we decided upon Frog Street curriculum. Frog Street
provides high-interest, beautifully designed
materials for the teachers and students. The
instructional format is presented in a sequential manner and incorporates the skills
and concepts we value. It was written and
developed by a team of early education experts, and integrates research-based principles of learning that include a strong-focus
on language and literacy, math investigations and activities, as well as social-emotional development.
However, if we had to describe the main
philosophy of this curriculum, we would say
it embraces the JOY of Learning!
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curriculum includes several types of family
interactive pieces including weekly notes,
theme newsletters, take home activity
“PATT” mats (Parents Are Teachers Too),
and online e-stories that extend learning
into the home.

Mathematics Every Day! – Frog Street
provides engaging math activities that build
upon children’s informal understandings
of patterns, numbers, measurement, and
shapes. The math skills that children
will learn align with the content goals
recommended by the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics.
Social Emotional - Children learn best in an
environment where they feel safe and loved.
Daily routines such as Greeting Circle,
Kindness Tree and the Celebration Center
are just a few ways that children learn to
share emotions appropriately with peers and
teachers.
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Language and Literacy - Early literacy
is foundational to overall learning. The
academic areas of early childhood literacy in
Frog Street include: phonological awareness,
alphabet knowledge, oral language, and
vocabulary, even written expression.

Yes, teachers will make on-going
observations throughout the year. They
will assess developmental growth using
an assessment tool that was developed
by Foothill Christian Preschool.
The
assessments will be shared with parents with
ample opportunity to discuss your child’s
progress toward developmental benchmarks
and generally accepted early education
milestones.

Is the new curriculum more of
a developmental or cognitive
approach to early education?

We believe Frog Street offers the best of
both worlds. It addresses the cognitive
development of children, while balancing
it with instruction related to child-centered
learning. Children will be presented with
academic challenge opportunities while
empowering them with choices in selfdirected activities that value individual
differences.

What are some of the key
features or strengths of the new
program?

There are so many wonderful components
to this curriculum. It encompasses all of the
main teaching domains for early education,
but we’ll focus on the following three
concepts:

5

Will the students still receive
individual assessments?
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Preschoolers are not typically
given homework, so how is the
family included in their child’s
growth and development?
The Frog Street program makes it easy for
families to support their child’s learning
through parent connection resources. The
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Will the new curriculum prepare
my child for kindergarten?

Absolutely! This was one of the major reasons
we selected Frog Street! It is a comprehensive
program that integrates instruction across all
developmental domains and is aligned to the
California Preschool Learning Foundations.
The instructional scaffolding design, along
with our fabulous teachers, ensures children
are given every opportunity to “Learn,
Explore, and Grow” with kindergarten
readiness in mind!

